
 

Reception Knowledge Growth Plan- Autumn Term 2020/21. 
Subject  Recurring themes, 

ideas and language 
(the ultimate role of 
the content) 
 
Please note that 
children come to our 
school from a variety 
of different settings. 
The ‘ what came 
before’ is likely to 
differ from child to 
child. 
 
The points below are 
based on the 
assumption that 
children have been 
accessing the EYFS 
framework 

Subject rationale: what is 
this section doing within 
pupils’ wider curriculum 
journey? For what later 
content does this subject 
prepare? (the proximal role 
of the content) 

Suggested activities Vocabulary Assessment / 
outcomes 
 
 

Resources  Enrichment Drop ins 
/showcase 

Personal Social 
and Emotional 
Development 

During pre school and 
nursery years children 
will have become 
increasingly interested 
in those around them 
and will have started 
to show 
understanding of the 
nature of friendships. 
They will start to 
develop 
independence and 
show others their 
wants.  Within the 
home, and these 
settings, children will 
have learnt the 
concept of sharing 
and will be starting to 
respect boundaries. 
Children will be aware 
of the feelings and 
emotions they 
experience. 
 

All prime areas are 
fundamental, work together 
and move through to 
support development in all 
other areas.  Enabling 
children to achieve well 
within both self confidence 
and awareness and 
managing feelings and 
behaviour will allow them to 
access their learning across 
the school. It is essential 
that this area is secure by 
the time children leave 
Reception. 
 
The children will become 
familiar with their 
environment, their grown 
ups and their peers. They 
will continue to build on the 
friendships they have 
previously developed, and 
make new ones, learning 
the important skills of turn 
taking and sharing.  They 
will learn school routines, 
and begin accessing the 
resources inside and outside 
independently. The children 
will discuss feelings and 
emotions, and begin 
learning techniques to 
support their ‘big’ emotions. 

● Model positive 
relationships 
including listening to 
each other and 
explaining actions. 

● Support children in 
developing positive 
relationships by 
challenging negative 
comments and 
actions. 

● Encourage children 
to play with a variety 
of friends, so that 
everybody in the 
group feels included. 

● Help children 
understand their 
feelings, and the 
feelings of others, by 
labelling emotions. 
Discuss that all 
feelings are 
understandable and 
acceptable, but that 
not all behaviours 
are. 

● Plan activities that 
require 
collaboration, such 
as circle games, 
team games, drama 
games and 
parachute games. 

● Provide time, space 
and resources for 
children to 
collaborate with one 
another in different 

Providing an enriched 
vocabulary will be a 
key priority. All staff 
will use all 
opportunities to widen 
children’s vocabulary, 
and ‘Grandma 
Fantastic’ will be used 
to discreetly introduce 
new vocabulary. All 
staff will also guide 
the correct 
pronunciation of 
words and sounds. 
 
 
Emotional literacy: 
Happy, sad, calm, 
frustrated, bored, 
angry, love, jealous, 
sorry, tired, confident, 
proud, upset, 
confused, worried, 
scared  

Early Learning 
Goals 
 
 
Assessment will 
come from adult 
observations of 
the children, 
and any work 
produced by 
them. It will be 
recorded on 
Tapestry, in 
learning journals 
and  work 
books. 
 
 
 
 
How do you 
feel? 
Is it ok to feel 
that way? 
Is happy a 
positive or 
negative 
emotion? 
Is worry a 
positive or 
negative 
emotion? 
If we’re feeling 
angry what can 
we do to help 
ourselves feel 
better? 
How do you 
think that makes 

Games, books, 
open ended 
resources, 
language rich 
environment, role 
play, construction 
materials, an 
environment which 
encourages 
cooperative play, 
areas to sit quietly, 
relax and chat. 

Enrichment 
clubs, hot choc 
Friday, 
Wonderful 
Wednesday, 
behaviour 
model, child of 
the day 
(compliments), 
star of the 
week (give 
reasons). 

Our own 
Colour 
Monster 
books. 
Class pledge. 



 

ways ie construction, 
role play. 

● Provide a role play 
area to reflect 
children's lives and 
communities. 

● Choose books that 
help children explore 
feelings and 
emotions. Model 
how to manage our 
own feelings. 

● Involve children in 
finding solutions to 
problems and 
conflicts. 

● Collaborate with 
children in creating 
explicit rules for our 
classroom. 

● Encourage children 
to see adults as a 
resource and as a 
partner in their 
learning. 

● Value and support 
decisions children 
make, and talk to the 
children about their 
choices and the 
consequences of 
them. 

● Provide experiences 
and activities that 
are challenging but 
achievable. 

 
 

,,, feel? 
How can we 
make … feel 
better? 

Physical 
Development 

When attending a 
nursery/pre school 
setting, children will 
have been 
encouraged to 
develop their physical 
skills, focusing on 
both fine and gross 
motor skills. They 
have been 
encouraged to 
complete personal 
health and self-care 
tasks independently, 
this included getting 
themselves dressed, 
attending to toileting 
needs and 
understanding how we 
keep ourselves safe 
and healthy.  
 
 

All prime areas are 
fundamental, work together 
and move through to 
support development in all 
other areas.  This is an 
essential precursor to 
children being effective and 
efficient writers.  It is crucial 
that this area of the 
curriculum is allowed to 
thrive alongside other mark 
making foci. Some children 
may have missed crucial 
steps (ie crawling) and may 
need additional support. 
In order to become 
independent learners, 
children need to have a 
secure understanding of 
health and self care. In 
particular to be clean and 
dry and to appreciate how to 
practice appropriate safety 

● Encourage children 
to move with 
controlled effort, and 
provide time and 
space to enjoy 
energetic daily play. 

● Provide large 
portable equipment 
that children can 
move. 

● Motivate children to 
be actively involved 
in games. 

● Talk about dangers 
or risks associated 
with activities and 
teach children the 
skills they need to 
stay safe. 

● Provide activities 
that give the children 
opportunity and 
motivation to 

Providing an enriched 
vocabulary will be a 
key priority. All staff 
will use all 
opportunities to widen 
children’s vocabulary, 
and ‘Grandma 
Fantastic’ will be used 
to discreetly introduce 
new vocabulary. All 
staff will also guide 
the correct 
pronunciation of 
words and sounds. 
 
 
Of movement: 
Gallop, slither, hop, 
bounce, stretch,reach, 
tense, floppy, strong, 
skip, firm, gentle, 
heavy,  fast, slow 
Of health and 

Early Learning 
Goals 
 
Assessment will 
come from adult 
observations of 
the children, 
and any work 
produced by 
them. It will be 
recorded on 
Tapestry, in 
learning journals 
and  work 
books. 
 
 
 
Can you tell me 
different ways to 
move? 
Can you show 
me different 

A range of 
construction toys 
of different sizes 
and materials. 
Provide play 
resources such as 
small world toys, 
threading, dolls 
clothing and 
material for 
collage. 
A warm, cosy 
space where 
children can rest 
quietly. 
Waterproof 
clothes, welly 
boots. 
Healthy snacks. 
  

enrichment 
clubs- sewing 
club, running 
club, football 
club, 
gardening 
club. 
Dough disco 
Finger gym 
Funky finger 
challenges 
 

sports people 
visits 
Medical 
professional 
visits 
Cooking/clay/
woodwork 
visitors 
Food tasting. 



 

measures without adult 
support. 
 
The children will continue to 
develop the skills learnt 
previously and are further 
developed with children 
encouraged to become 
increasingly independent. 
Children will start to apply 
their fine and gross motor 
skills to their mark making, 
use of one handed tools and 
equipment, and in 
developing their pencil grip. 
They will be learning to 
navigate obstacles safely 
and at different speeds, and 
exploring different ways of 
moving such as slithering, 
running, hopping. The 
children will be discussing 
the effects of exercise on 
our bodies. They will be 
attending to their toileting 
needs independently and 
practicing getting dressed 
independently. 
 

practice 
manipulation skills ie 
cooking, painting, 
play dough, 
instruments. 

● We will discuss 
changes to our 
bodies after 
exercise, such as 
our heart beat.  

● We will investigate 
the importance of 
hygiene. 

● We will support 
children who are 
struggling with self 
care, encouraging 
and showing them 
how to be more 
independent. 

 

hygiene: 
Germs, viruses, soap, 
disinfectant, 
contamination. 
Of our body: 
Heart, heart beat, 
blood, lungs, muscles, 
air, oxygen. 

ways of 
moving? 
Can you find a 
space? How do 
you know you’re 
in a space? 
Why is it 
important to 
look around you 
when moving? 
Can you put 
your hand on 
your heart? 
Can you feel it 
beat? 
Is it beating fast 
or slow? 
Why does your 
heart beat? 
Why does it 
beat faster after 
exercise? 
Are germs and 
viruses good for 
us? 
How can we 
stop the spread 
of germs? 
Why do we 
wash our hands 
with soap? 

Communication 
and Language 

Within nursery the 
children’s speech and 
communication is 
developed daily 
through role play 
activities, games and 
sharing stories. Their 
listening and 
understanding will be 
developed through 
small group activities 
and whole group 
story/welcome times. 
They are encouraged 
to increase their 
knowledge through 
asking questions 
about the world 
around them and as a 
result expanding their 
vocabulary and 
understanding. 
 
 

All prime areas are 
fundamental, work together 
and move through to 
support development in all 
other areas.   Enabling 
children to achieve well 
within the areas of 
Communication and 
Language will allow them to 
access their learning across 
the school. It is essential 
that this area is secure by 
the time children leave 
Reception if children are to 
be able to access the 
National Curriculum and will 
allow them to develop both 
academically and socially. 
 
During this term the children 
will grow in confidence when 
speaking to others, both as 
a group and independently. 
They will begin to use more 
complex sentences, and 
build a vocabulary that 
reflects their experiences. 
They will understand the 
importance of listening to 
others, and show increasing 

● Model being a good 
listener, taking 
account of what they 
say in our 
responses.  

● Share rhymes, 
books and stories 
from a range of 
genres and cultures. 

● Play listening 
games, and 
instructional games. 

● Highlight initial 
sounds when 
speaking. 

● Incorporate a 
listening area where 
children can listen to 
stories and poetry. 

● Explain why it is 
important to listen 
and pay attention to. 
others. 

● Talk to children 
about what they are 
doing and help them 
reflect on their 
activities. 

● Use picture prompts 
to reinforce 

Providing an enriched 
vocabulary will be a 
key priority. All staff 
will use all 
opportunities to widen 
children’s vocabulary, 
and ‘Grandma 
Fantastic’ will be used 
to discreetly introduce 
new vocabulary. All 
staff will also guide 
the correct 
pronunciation of 
words and sounds. 
 
Staff will show interest 
in the words children 
use to communicate 
and describe their 
experiences, and 
introduce new words 
in the context of play 
and activities. Staff 
will model full and 
more complex 
sentences for children 
to hear. 

Early Learning 
Goals 
 
Assessment will 
come from adult 
observations of 
the children, 
and any work 
produced by 
them. It will be 
recorded on 
Tapestry, in 
learning journals 
and  work 
books. 
 
 
Can you think of 
words beginning 
with …. sound? 
What sound 
does …. word 
begin with? 
What rhymes 
with ….? 
Why is it 
important to 
listen to others? 
What are you 
doing? How can 

stories will be at 
the centre of our 
learning. 
Language rich 
classroom 
Role play 
area/construction 
area/loose part 
play to encourage 
shared play. 
CD player for 
independent 
listening activities. 
Grandma 
Fantastic. 
Pictures and 
photographs used 
as prompts for 
discussion. 
 
 

communication 
games such as 
charades, 
simon says. 
Hot seating. 
Maths choir. 
Drama  
Helicopter 
stories. 

Helicopter 
stories. 
Assemblies. 



 

attention and recall when 
listening to stories. They will 
be able to respond to simple 
instructions, and begin to 
understand why and how 
questions. 
 

understanding. 
● Allow children 

thinking time during 
conversations. 

we make this 
better? 
What might 
happen next in 
the story? Why 
do you think 
that? 
Is …. a positive 
or negative 
character? why? 

Literacy LEAVE This specific area includes 
essential skills and 
knowledge to enable 
children to participate 
successfully in society. 
Enabling children to achieve 
well in this area will give the 
children the skills and 
knowledge they need to 
read and write 
independently. This will 
allow them to learn 
independently too.  
 
During this term the children 
will explore rhyme and 
alliteration. They will enjoy 
listening to stories and begin 
to anticipate key events and 
phrases. They will begin 
exploring story structure, 
settings, characters and 
events. The children will 
start to recognise familiar 
words such as their names. 
The children will be 
encouraged to give meaning 
to the marks they make, and 
to hear and say the initial 
sounds in words. We will 
use the Storytime Phonics 
programme to focus on 
phase 1 and 2, learning 
phonemes and linking them 
to their graphemes. 

● Story Time Phonics 
will place stories at 
the heart of the day 
for all children. 
During these 
sessions the 
children will be 
taught to hear, say, 
recognise and write 
phase 1 and 2 
sounds. 

● Children will be 
introduced to a 
range of books 
including poetry and 
non-fiction. 

● Books will be 
accessible in all 
areas of the 
classroom. 

● Children will be 
encouraged to 
participate in 
Helicopter stories- 
giving purpose to 
both reading and 
writing. 

● Activities involving 
instructions, such as 
cooking, will be 
carried out. 

● Discussions about 
story structure, 
character and 
settings in books 
being read. 

● Children will be 
encouraged to make 
predictions, compare 
plots and the 
feelings of 
characters with their 
own experiences. 

● Notice and 
encourage the 
marks children 
make, and the 
meanings they give 
them. 

● Support children to 
recognise and write 

Providing an enriched 
vocabulary will be a 
key priority. All staff 
will use all 
opportunities to widen 
children’s vocabulary, 
and ‘Grandma 
Fantastic’ will be used 
to discreetly introduce 
new vocabulary. All 
staff will also guide 
the correct 
pronunciation of 
words and sounds. 
 
Vocabulary to be 
taken from Story time 
phonics and other key 
texts used. 

Early Learning 
Goals 
 
Assessment will 
come from adult 
observations of 
the children, 
and any work 
produced by 
them. It will be 
recorded on 
Tapestry, in 
learning journals 
and  work 
books. 
 
Phonics books 
will be used to 
record the 
children's 
phonics learning 
each week. 
Phonics 
assessments 
will take place at 
least once a 
term.  
Shared reading 
of texts will also 
be used to 
ascertain a 
child's 
understanding 
of vocabulary, 
comprehension 
and inferencing 
skills. 
 
What sound 
does this 
grapheme 
make? 
Can you find me 
the grapheme 
that makes …. 
sound? 
What sound 
does this word 
start with? 
This is a tricky 
troll word, what 

Story Time 
Phonics. 
Mark making 
materials both 
inside and outside, 
to include pencils, 
felt tips, 
whiteboard 
markers, paint 
brushes, chalk. 
Our wonderful 
words wall. 
Letter formation 
practice. 
Name writing 
practice cards. 
Grandma 
Fantastic/Phonics 
Fairy/Tricky Troll 
puppets. 
Writing materials 
will be easily 
accessible in all 
areas of the 
classroom. 
Story washing line 
in class with 
openers and 
closures to copy. 

trip to the 
theatre/theatre 
group in 
school. 
Storytelling 
club. 
Helicopter 
stories. 
Visit from an 
author. 
Library visit. 
Cooking  

Stay and 
Read session 
weekly. 
Parents 
phonics cafe. 
Our class 
‘mixed up 
story book’. 
 



 

their own names. 
● Model writing for a 

purpose. 
● Children will be 

encouraged to use 
their phonic 
knowledge when 
attempting writing. 

● Opportunities to 
write will be easily 
available in all areas 
of the classroom, 
inside and outside. 

● Children will be 
provided with 
phonics books at 
their level to take 
home  and read. 
They will also be 
able to choose 
another book to take 
home and share. 

● Children will share 
their stories on the 
washing line and 
perform their stories 
with peers.  

does it say? can 
you put it in a 
sentence for 
me? 
Can you think of 
another story 
with a princess? 

Mathematics LEAVE This specific area includes 
essential skills and 
knowledge to enable 
children to participate 
successfully in society. 
Enabling children to achieve 
well in this area will give the 
children the skills and 
knowledge they need to 
develop number sense and 
set them on their way to 
maths mastery.  
 
During this term the children 
will begin to use number 
names spontaneously and 
accurately, and know that 
numbers identify how many 
are in a set. The children are 
learning to recite numbers to 
10 in order, and recognise 
them. They are practicing 
their 1 to 1 counting, and 
beginning to say which 
number is more or less. The 
children are being 
introduced to 2D shapes 
and learning to name and 
describe them. They are 
learning the language of 
mathematics such as 
more/less, equal to, add, 
subtract.  

● Adults use the 
language of 
mathematics in a 
variety of situations. 

● Support childrens 1 
to 1 counting, model 
counting objects. in 
random layouts and 
things that are not 
objects such as 
claps or jumps. 

● Encourage children 
to use resources to 
help. Support their 
thinking about 
number. 

● Maths choir. 
● Provide open ended 

opportunities for 
mathematics in all 
areas of the 
provision, not just in 
the maths area.  

● The children will 
take part in activities 
which involve 
weighing, measuring 
and capacity such 
as cooking and 
making play dough. 

● Encourage children 
to discuss the 
shapes they see in 
the environment, 

Providing an enriched 
vocabulary will be a 
key priority. All staff 
will use all 
opportunities to widen 
children’s vocabulary, 
and ‘Grandma 
Fantastic’ will be used 
to discreetly introduce 
new vocabulary. All 
staff will also guide 
the correct 
pronunciation of 
words and sounds. 
 
Counting-  
Number names to 10, 
more than, less than, 
equal to, subtract, 
add, number line. 
 
Shape-  
2D shape names, 
corners, sides, flat. 

Early Learning 
Goals 
 
Assessment will 
come from adult 
observations of 
the children, 
and any work 
produced by 
them. It will be 
recorded on 
Tapestry, in 
learning journals 
and  work 
books. 
 
Maths 
assessments 
will take place at 
least once a 
term. 
 
 
What numbers 
this? 
Where is the 
number …? 
Can you get me 
…. cars please? 
Can you tell me 
a number 
greater/less 
than ….? 
Can we count 

Numbers 
throughout setting, 
measuring tapes, 
voting blocks, 
weighing scales, 
dice, numicon, 
multi link, tap tap 
shapes, linking 
straws, shapes, 
maths games, 
puzzles, IWB 
games, clocks, 
dominoes, 
measuring 
containers 

maths choir, 
Puzzle club, 
board game 
club, 
Cooking, 
shape walks 

maths choir 
Maths cafe 



 

they use in their 
activities and go on 
shape finding walks. 

● We will discuss 
days, months and 
seasons during 
calendar time. 

 

from … to …? 
What shapes 
can you see? 
Is it a 2D 
shape? how do 
you know? 
 how many 
sides/corners 
does this shape 
have?? 

Understanding 
the world 

During Nursery, 
children will start to 
show curiosity about 
other people and have 
an understanding of 
similarities and 
differences between 
themselves and 
others.  They will start 
to ask questions about 
things they have 
observed and will 
show interest in 
mechanical and 
technical equipment.  
 
 
 

This specific area includes 
essential skills and 
knowledge to enable 
children to participate 
successfully in society. This 
area makes the child 
understand that they are 
part of a wider community 
and allows them to 
understand the similarities 
and differences between 
them and others. It also 
ignites a curiosity about the 
natural and manmade world. 
This is a crucial first step in 
developing a scientific mind. 
It also allows them to start to 
consider their place in the 
order of history (ie within the 
family group). Investigation 
of their immediate location, 
and countries around the 
world, provide them with 
crucial pre skills for 
geography. It also allows 
children to become aware 
and inquisitive about 
technology.  
 
During this term the children 
will talk about significant 
events in their own 
experiences, and recognise 
and describe special times 
or events for family or 
friends. They will begin 
talking about things they 
observe in the natural world 
and ask questions about it. 
The children are beginning 
to explore their senses. 
They are showing care and 
concern for living things and 
the environment. The 
children are showing 
interest in technological 
toys, and are learning that 
computers are a source of 
information. 

THIS IS PARTICULARLY 
IMPORTANT IN OUR 
RURAL COMMUNITY - 
children have very little 
exposure to other cultures.  
 

● Encourage children 
to talk about their 
own home and 
community life, and 
to find out about 
other’s experiences. 

● Have the children be 
actively engaged in 
preserving their 
memories by having 
them interact with 
the creation of their 
learning journals (or 
memory books). 

● Invite children and 
families with 
experience of living 
in other parts of the 
world to talk about 
this and to show 
photographs, etc. 

● Encourage children 
to develop positive 
attitudes and 
challenge negative 
stereotypes through 
use of stories, 
puppets, visits, 
discussion.  

● Provide role play 
areas with a variety 
of resources 
reflecting diversity. 

● Explore the local 
environment, both 
the built and the 
natural environment. 

● Through ‘flag of the 
week’, explore other 
countries' climate, 
culture, food and 
money. 

● Introduce vocabulary 
to enable children to 
talk about their 

Providing an enriched 
vocabulary will be a 
key priority. All staff 
will use all 
opportunities to widen 
children’s vocabulary, 
and ‘Grandma 
Fantastic’ will be used 
to discreetly introduce 
new vocabulary. All 
staff will also guide 
the correct 
pronunciation of 
words and sounds. 
 
People and 
communities- 
Similar, different, 
race, religion, country, 
map, past, future, 
celebration 
 
The world- 
Observe, notice, hear, 
feel, touch, smell, 
country, city, why, 
how, when, where, 
what, which, who, flag 
 
Technology- 
Interactive White 
Board, CD player, 
computer, internet, 
electricity. 

Early Learning 
Goals 
 
Assessment will 
come from adult 
observations of 
the children, 
and any work 
produced by 
them. It will be 
recorded on 
Tapestry, in 
learning journals 
and  work 
books. 
 
 
 
Can you tell me 
a 
similarity/differe
nce between 
you and ….? 
What is the 
weather like? 
How does it 
feel? What 
clothes should 
we wear when 
it’s like this? 
why? 
Does the 
weather stay the 
same all year 
round? 
Can you name 
our senses? 
What part of our 
body do we use 
for the sense of 
smell? 
Does everybody 
have all our 
senses? 
Why do we 
have 
computers? Can 
you tell me what 
technological 
toys you have at 
home? 

Books, puppets, 
visitors, pictures, 
computer, IWB, 
CD player, props, 
magnifying 
glasses, 
binoculars, 
magnets, maps, 
globe, musical 
instruments from 
around the world. 

Outdoor 
learning 
opportunities. 
Scientific 
experiments 
Whole school 
Enrichment 
days e.g. black 
history day, 
important 
women in 
...day, the 
world day 
Gardening 
clubs, 
environmental 
clubs. 
Introduce 
recycling to the 
classroom, 
Computer 
clubs, science 
clubs. 
Trips out- 
Pensthorpe. 

parent 
gardening 
club 
Visitors 



 

observations and to 
ask questions. 

● Provide small world 
equipment for 
children to create 
their own 
environments. 

● Teach skills and 
knowledge in the 
context of practical 
activities. 

● Encourage children 
to use the IWB, CD 
player, and other 
technological 
equipment in the 
classroom. 

 

Expressive Arts 
and Design 

Singing and music 
forms a key 
experience both in 
children’s nurseries 
and Reception 
classes, as a 
precursor to both 
language and rhythm. 
In Nursery and 
Preschool settings 
children will have 
been given 
opportunities to make 
marks using a variety 
of different materials. 
They will have 
explored different 
colours, been 
exposed to a variety 
of tools and begun 
taking part in 
cooperative play 
around stories and 
toys. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This specific area includes 
essential skills and 
knowledge to enable 
children to participate 
successfully in society. The 
skills developed in this area 
are the basis for children 
becoming curious and 
competent artists, 
musicians,actors, designers 
and dancers.  
 
This term the children will be 
continuing to take part in 
singing and dancing, and 
begin to explore how sounds 
can be changed by 
experimenting with pitch and 
tempo. They will continue to 
explore colour and colour 
mixing. The children will be 
encouraged to use various 
materials to build and 
create, and will be learning 
that we use tools for a 
purpose. They will continue 
to develop stories around 
toys and resources. They 
will begin to represent their 
experiences through a range 
of media.  

● support children’s 
excursions into 
imaginary worlds by 
encouraging 
inventiveness, and 
offering support and 
advice. 

● Provide resources 
for children to 
independently join 
and combine 
materials to create.  

● Children will be 
encouraged to keep, 
adapt and celebrate 
their creations 
through ‘our artist of 
the week’. 

● Singing and dancing 
will happen on a 
daily basis. 

● Support children in 
thinking about what 
they are going to 
make, provide 
prompts such as 
pictures or 
photographs. 

● Demonstrate and 
teach skills ‘in the 
moment’. 

● Introduce children to 
a wide range of 
music, art and 
sculpture. 

 

Providing an enriched 
vocabulary will be a 
key priority. All staff 
will use all 
opportunities to widen 
children’s vocabulary, 
and ‘Grandma 
Fantastic’ will be used 
to discreetly introduce 
new vocabulary. All 
staff will also guide 
the correct 
pronunciation of 
words and sounds. 
 
 
Exploring and using 
media and materials- 
Rhythm, pitch, tempo, 
sound, smooth, shiny, 
rough, prickly, flat, 
bumpy, soft, hard, 
colour names, darker, 
lighter 
 
Being imaginative- 
Imagination,  fiction, 
non fiction, make 
believe, character, 
prop, setting 

Early Learning 
Goals 
 
Assessment will 
come from adult 
observations of 
the children, 
and any work 
produced by 
them. It will be 
recorded on 
Tapestry, in 
learning journals 
and  work 
books. 
 
‘Artist of the 
week’ 
 
 
How can we 
change this 
sound? 
What happens if 
we clap 
faster/slower/ha
rder/softer? 
What are you 
drawing/painting
/making? 
How can you 
improve your 
design? 
What colour is 
….? 
How can you 
make  …….? 

the children will 
have access to a 
range of materials 
and tools within 
and outside the 
classroom- 
pencils, pencil 
crayons, felt tips, 
paint, chalk, 
whiteboard pens, 
glue, tape, mixed 
media, 
scissors,paper 
card etc, 
playdough 
Fabric for dressing 
up, 
instruments,junky 
modelling, puppet 
theatre, dressing. 
up clothes. 

visits from 
artists, clay 
modellers, 
actors and 
theatre groups, 
 

Artist of the 
week 
Junk models 
Assemblies 
Shows/perfor
mances. 

Characteristics of Effective Learning. 
These underlie learning within the Reception year and teachers recognise their importance in setting children up to become motivated and enthusiastic learners. 

Playing and exploring 
How children engage with their experiences and learning. 

Active learning 
How motivated children are to achieve and to engage 

Creating and thinking critically 
How children use their thinking to solve problems, make links and plan 



 

 
Resources and the environment are designed to be stimulating and open 
ended to encourage children to explore.  Adults will join in with children’s 
play as they represent their experiences and act these out with others. 
Adults will model taking risks and seeking challenge and celebrate as 
children learn by trial and error. 
 
 
 

 
Children will be encouraged to persist with their 
learning.  Children who are focused and fascinated 
with what they are doing will make intellectual 
connections and retain knowledge.  Adults will take 
care to ensure that their praise is meaningful so that 
children develop pride in the how they achieved 
something rather than the what they achieved.  

strategies to overcome problems. 
 
Children will be encouraged to choose their own way to do things, 
Adults will use language to model actively thinking and will encourage 
children to solve problems independently.  Resources and the 
environment will be designed to encourage children to play and establish 
connections. 
 
 

Nb - this Doc will help us to identify how well we are addressing the Cultural Capital of our children.  Cultural Capital prepares our children with the knowledge and skills for what comes next.  


