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Year 5 Autumn 1 Curriculum Newsletter 
 
Dear Parents and Children, 
 
We are delighted to welcome you all back to school and are extremely proud of how well the 
children have settled into year 5. This week we have been completing a Recovery Curriculum, 
where we have focused on helping the children to reconnect with their friends and peers and 
ensure that they know and understand our new school routines (see below). We are looking 
forward to beginning our Y5 curriculum next week. 
 
Class Organisation and New Routines: 
This year, Mrs Jeary will be teaching the class on Tuesdays, Wednesday and Thursdays. Mrs 
Niven will be teaching on Mondays and Fridays. Mrs Carver will support the class throughout 
the week. 
 
Please ensure you have read Ms Jones’ Welcome Back Letter sent out last Thursday. It will 
help you understand what the school and children are doing to minimise risk. Below are some 
summary points: 

What does my child bring in? 
- Packed lunch 
- Wear school uniform (where possible), 

clean everyday 
- Come to school in PE clothes on PE 

days (leave school uniform at home) 
- Water bottle (named) and a healthy 

snack 

What does my child NOT bring in? 
- Stationery (we will provide items) 
- Show And Tell items or Toys 
- PE kits/ bags (we will wear our kits on 

designated days so no need for bags) 

What will we be doing to keep safe? 
- Wash hands regularly and use hand sanitiser. 
- Have break and lunch separately to other classes (we will eat lunch in our classroom). 
- Have Collective Worship in our own classroom. 
- Use the back of our chairs to put coats and bags on (the pegs in the corridor are not 

being used). 
- Stay in our own ‘Bubble’ and not mix with other classes. 

 



PE Days and requirements: 
Our PE days will be Mondays and Wednesdays, so please ensure children come into school 
wearing their outdoor PE kit. This will ensure no PE bags/clothing are left in the corridors. 
 
Homework: 
We will be starting a different homework system this year. Children will be given 15 new 
home-based tasks to complete over the Autumn term and will be able to complete them at their 
own pace. We will share more details with you soon. In addition, we will be setting spellings and 
times tables as usual. 
 

Reading:  
Reading will continue to be a 
key focus again this term. Your 
child needs to bring their 
reading book into school 
everyday. We will read in class 
regularly and complete activities 
using their own choice of book.  
 
Please continue to encourage 
your child to read at home as 
much as possible too. Not only 
does it help to develop their 
vocabulary and general 
knowledge as readers, but it 
also helps to inspire their own 
work as writers. In addition, it is 
a great way to relax in the 
evening!  

 
Parent Consultations: 
Keep an eye out for appointment slips in your child’s school bag! If you cannot make the time 
we have allotted, we will try our best to find a more suitable slot. Please be prepared that Parent 
Consultations will need to be done via Zoom or telephone. 
Blue Week (Florence Nightingale house team) = w/c 21st September.  
Red Week (Frida Kahlo house team) = w/c 5th October. 
Green Week (Emmeline Pankhurst house team) = w/c 12th October.  
Purple Week (Harriet Tubman house team) = w/c 19th October. 
 
We look forward to speaking to you at this half term’s parent consultations. In the meantime, if 
you have any questions or wish to speak with either of us, please contact us via the office.  
 
 
With best wishes 
Mrs Jeary and Mrs Niven 
 

 



Year 5 Curriculum Map                                                                            Autumn 
1 

Mathematics 
We will start with a unit 
studying Place Value to one 
million before moving onto 
using formal written methods 
for addition and subtraction. 
We will revise all of the 
multiplication tables up to 
12x 12 and use these to help 
us with our written 
multiplication and division. 

English 
We start this year with a real emphasis on the techniques of 
writing and how to use specific lenses to focus our efforts. 
We will be using the film feast as a stimulus for our writing 
and will be taking part in some live lessons. We will then look 
at poetry using The Jabberwocky and The Jumblies by 
Edward Lear. Our class reading book starts off with Viking 
Boy and will then be decided by the class from a selection of 
books. During the teaching of reading we will use a variety of 
books to look at how the author creates atmosphere 
tensions and plot through their writing. Spellings will be 
taught weekly looking at spelling patterns and the rules 
around spellings. 
 

 

Science 
Our unit is ‘Living things and 
their habitats’. We will focus 
on the life cycle of plants 
from our local environment, 
and compare them with the 
life cycle of plants from 
around the world. We will 
investigate the different ways 
plants can reproduce. 
Key vocabulary: Life cycle, 
germination, pollination, 
fertilisation. Book as a 
hook: The Lost Words 

PE 
Tag rugby - we look at  how 
to catch a ball with 
movement. Accurately pass 
to someone else while 
moving. Move with a ball in 
opposed situations. 
Combine accurate passing 
skills/techniques in a game. 
There will also be the 
opportunity to do some 
swimming. 

RHSE/PSHE 
We have started with our 
recovery curriculum to help 
the children relearn routines 
and rules after such a long 
break from school. We will 
then look at ‘My Feelings‘ & 
‘New Beginnings’.Children 
will learn how to recognise 
their worth as individuals and 
how to face new challenges 
positively. 

History 
We will learn about the 
Viking Struggle with the 
Anglo Saxons for the 
Kingdom of England. We will 
find out where the Vikings 
came from, how they 
travelled and why they were 
able to invade Britain so 
easily. We will investigate 
the reasons the Vikings 
migrated from their own 
country and compare it to 
migration today. 
Key Vocabulary: Struggle, 
migration, Danelaw, 
kingdoms, Danegeld, Kings, 
rampaging, pillaging, raids 
Book as a hook: Viking Boy 

Geography 
In Geography, we will study 
the Russian Federation, 
particularly the different 
biomes and climate. We will 
compare how Russia 
contrasts with the UK.  
We will learn to locate and 
name countries within 
Europe and name the 
continents and oceans of the 
World. Key Vocabulary: 
Country, continent, ocean, 
hemisphere, political map, 
physical map 
Weather, climate, biomes, 
temperature, urban, rural, 
tundra, population Book as 
a hook: The Girl who went 
to the Arctic 

Design and 
Technology 

We will begin a term long 
project,  designing and 
making boats using simple 
mechanisms to power them. 
We will test and evaluate 
different boat shapes and 
the suitability of materials. 
We will also investigate what 
changes can be made to our 
boats to make them move 
faster! Key vocabulary: 
Float, sink, force, resistance, 
upthrust, kinetic/ potential 
energy,  stabilise, adapt, 
improve Book as a hook: 
Viking Longship  

Computing. 
This half term, we will be 
using Google Classroom and 
will present our research 
about the Vikings using 
Google Docs and Slides. We 
will also learn how to use 
Google Sheets to record 
data, create graphs and 
input formulae to give totals. 
We will learn how to use 
Google forms to create a 
survey and analyse results. 
Key vocabulary: 
spreadsheet, cell, row, 
column, data, chart, function, 
sum, options, responses, 
analyse, export. Book as a 
hook: Viking Boy 
 

Religious Education 
We will begin with a 
philosophy unit in RE and 
discuss the question, “Is 
believing in God 
reasonable?” We will 
investigate why Ancient 
People believed in different 
gods and goddesses and 
discuss why people believe 
in God today.  
Key Vocabulary: atheist, 
agnostic, theist, 
cosmological argument, 
existence, ontological 
argument, teleological 
argument,  reasonableness 

Art and Design  
We will start by studying Van 
Gogh and the techniques he 
used to create his famous 
Starry Night painting. We will 
work together to produce 
small collaborative projects 
using these techniques and 
learn how to add mixed 
media collage to create a 
Viking scene. 
Key vocabulary: Mixed 
media, oil paints, swirl, dab, 
blend, cooperation, 
negotiate, compromise Book 
as a hook: Viking Longship 

Music 
We will kick off with a lively 
rock song: ‘Living on a 
prayer’ by  Bon Jovi. We will 
learn about the instruments 
that are traditionally used in 
rock songs and investigate 
the basic structure of the 
song. We will get a chance 
to listen to and appraise a 
range of different songs in 
this genre. 
Key Vocabulary: structure, 
pulse, rhythm, pitch, bridge, 
backbeat, amplifier, tempo, 
texture, dynamics, chorus, 
bridge, riff, hook, improvise 

French 
Our unit is called ‘Do you 
have a pet?’ or ‘As-tu un 
animal?’ We will introduce 
the children to the nouns and 
articles for eight common 
pets. The children will learn 
to use French to tell 
somebody if they have or do 
not have a pet, ask 
somebody if they have a pet 
and tell somebody what their 
pet is called. 
Key Vocabulary: un chien / 
une tortue / as-tu un animal / 
j'ai... plus a pet / je n'ai pas... 

 



by Mick Manning and Brita 
Granstrom. 

plus a pet / qui s'appelle... 

 

 


