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Year 2  Curriculum Map 
To all parents/carers and children, 
Welcome back to school! Here is a little look into our exciting curriculum plans for Autumn term... 

English 
Continue to develop 

knowledge of sentence 
structure. Write sentences, 
using finger spaces, capital 

letters and full stops. Use the 
FANTASTICS, 

GRAMMARISTICS and 
BOOMTASTICS to add ‘wow’ 

factor to our writing. Add 
adjectives to nouns and 

sentences. Learn how to read 
sentences, using phonics and 

sensible guesses. Recap 
phase 3 sounds and begin to 

introduce phase 5 sounds 
using a range of vibrant real 

stories. 
Texts to support our 

Knowledge : 
‘Little Red Reading Hood’ by 
Lucy Rowland. ‘Pirates’ by 

Jane Considine. 
Key Vocabulary: adjective, 
noun, poem, capital letter, 

sentence, punctuation  

Music 
‘Hands, Feet, Heart’  

We will listen to and compare 
a variety of ‘Hip Hop’ music.  
We will be learning the song 
through sign language and 

coming up with our own 
actions. We will be using 
untuned percussion, cup 

rhythms and body percussion 
to learn about different types 
of notes, pulse and rhythm.  

Key Vocabulary:  
pulse, rhythm, pitch 

D&T  
We will design a salt dough 
plaque commemorating The 
Great Fire of London. We will 
design and build a house with 

moving fire using pulleys.  
Art 

Painting - We will be studying 
the work of Monet and learn 

about key impressionist 
techniques. We will practise 

colour mixing using Monet’s 5 
key colours and make our own 

enchanted garden scene.  

Computing 
We will be studying digital 

photography. Learning about 
different types of cameras and 
photography techniques. We 

will practise taking photos from 
different angles, in different 

light and then editing the 
pictures. We will learn how to 

evaluate and improve our 
photographs.  

Key Vocabulary: digital, 
cameras, light, angle, view 

finder, focus 

 

Religious Education  
Festivals & Celebrations - Why 

is light an important symbol 
within Christianiy and 

Judaism? 
Texts to support our 

Knowledge : 
 Holidays and Festivals 

Around the World’ by Whitney 
Stewart. 

Key Vocabulary: symbol, 
faith, light, tradition, belief, 

worship, celebration. Mathematics 
Place value: compare 

numbers, introduce  = , > and 
< symbols, order numbers. 
Time - Establish time team: 

learn how to tell the time 
(o’clock & half past) 

Addition and subtraction: 
introduce subtraction symbol 

Position and Direction 
 

Texts to support our 
Knowledge : ’The action of 
subtraction’ by Brian Cleary. 

‘How Many Legs’ by Kes Gray.  
 

Key vocabulary: digit, 
symbol, compare, plus, minus, 

number bonds, 
problem-solving, o’clock, half 

past. 

Science 
We will experience and 

observe phenomena, looking 
more closely at the natural and 

humanly-constructed world 
around them. We will identify 

and compare a variety of 
everyday materials and their 
properties. We will find out 

how the shapes of solid 
objects can be changed. We 
will learn about people who 
have developed useful new 

materials. 
Texts to support our 

Knowledge :  
The Fairy Godmother’s Day 
Off - Chris Smith 

Key Vocabulary: materials, 
suitable, unsuitable, uses, 
change, shape, observe.  

History  
Learn about and from the 

Great Fire of London from a 
variety of sources and 

discover how things have 
changed over time.  

Key Vocabulary: change, 
local, long ago, past, present, 
evidence, London, Great Fire 

Geography:  
Name and locate the seven 
continents and five oceans. 
Identify human and physical 

features that contributed to the 
speeding up (weather) and 

slowing down (rivers) of The 
Great Fire of London. Use 

aerial photographs, maps and 
compass points.  

Key Vocabulary:country, 
capital city, landmarks,  

RSHE/PSHE ‘My Feelings’ 
The theme aims to develop 

knowledge and understanding 
in the key feelings, the impact 

that they have and how to 
manage them.  

 
Texts to support our 

Knowledge : ‘Feelings’ by  
Richard Jones. ‘The huge bag 

of worries’  
 

Key Vocabulary: Feelings, 
relaxation, problem solving, 

worried, proud 

 

 

https://www.thebookpeople.co.uk/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/browse_author_books?author=Richard+Jones+%26+Libby+Walden&catalogId=47002


Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
I cannot begin to tell you how excited I am to be teaching your lovely little ones this year - we are 
going to learn so much and make so many happy memories. For now, our classroom isn’t quite how I 
would usually envision a Year 2 classroom to look, the children will be sitting in rows and we have 
had to remove soft furnishings. I remain hopeful that this will change in time but for now we have 
worked hard to make the classroom as inviting as possible for the children. We are building in 
‘brain breaks’ throughout the day to give the children the chance to get some wriggles out and 
refocus. Every child has their own carefully put together learning pack, with pens, pencils, word 
mats and maths resources. Please talk to them about this and encourage them to look after their 
things and keep them safe - we’ve had a few lost things already! 
 
Please ensure that your child has a named water bottle in school with a secure lid. If you wish to 
send them with a named hand sanitiser that is fine too - it will be kept on their desk and will save 
them valuable lesson time. We will be washing our hands thoroughly when we first get to school, 
before and after break/lunch, and between using shared resources. If possible, please try not to 
send your child with a bag - we have very limited space in the classroom for storing our things. All 
of the children are entitled to a free school packed lunch - either ham, cheese or tuna pick a mix.  
 
Thank you for sending your child into school in their PE kit yesterday - PE day will be every 
Wednesday. We are also very excited because we will be having forest school every Thursday - 
please provide some wellies to keep in school so that the children can enjoy it even when it is wet! 
As the weather gets colder, they will need a few extra layers, hats, scarves, and gloves etc.  
 
I have set up a new seesaw account so that we can keep in regular contact and have attached 
yours and the children’s codes to this letter. Please ensure that you register for a parent account 
and enable your child to access it using the given code, provided that you are able to access the 
internet of course. I will sometimes be uploading photos of what the children have been doing as 
well as some simple activities - the first is already there! 
 
By far the most important thing you could do with your child this year is to encourage them to 
read. 20 minutes a day (of reading or being read to) is all it takes to improve a child’s life chances 
- I promise to read at least 10 of these minutes every day in school, which leaves just 10 at home. 
We are aiming to help the children become ‘responsible readers’ so they read for themselves. 
They could read to their pet, a favourite toy, a younger sibling or they could even upload a video 
of themselves reading on to seesaw! They do not always have to read their school book - they can 
read anything that engages them - ebooks, magazines etc. they all count.  As long as they are 
honest and make note of it in their reading record, their ‘book bug’ will take one step closer to a 
prize. It is still important for you to read with them as much as you can but I recognise that this is 
sometimes very tricky. If you can’t listen to them, please ask them a few questions about their 
book - this is really crucial in developing understanding. If the children read 5 times in a week 
(reaching purple on the rainbow), there will be a small prize. If they read 7 times (hopping into the 
treasure pot), there will be a special prize at the end of the week. Generally the reading week will 
run from Friday-Friday, we are still assessing the children’s phonic and reading ability at the 
moment as the reading system has changed. We will get new books to you as soon as possible.   
 
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to drop me a message on seesaw or call the school 
office. I am very much looking forward to working with you to help your children progress and 
reach their potential, 
 
Yours faithfully,  
Mrs K Howarth 

 


