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Reception Class Curriculum Map Autumn 2 

To all parents/carers and children, 
We hope you’ve had a lovely break. Below is an outline of what’s in store for us this half term. 

Personal, Social + 
Emotional. 

There will be a role play area 
that reflects the children’s lives 
and communities. Children will 
be encouraged to see adults 

as a resource and as a partner 
in they’re learning. Adults will 
value and support decisions 

children make, and talk to the 
children about their choices 
and the consequences of 

them. Children will be involved 
in finding solutions to problems 

and conflicts. Books will be 
chosen that help children 
explore their feelings and 

emotions. Adults will model 
how to manage their own 
feelings. Experiences and 

activities will be challenging 
but achievable. 

 Texts to support our 
Knowledge: 

 
 

Key Vocabulary: confident, 
resilient, proud, self efficacy. 

Communication + 
Language 

The children will be 
encouraged to be good 

listeners with the introduction 
of a listening area where 

children can listen to stories or 
poetry. They will be 

encouraged to contribute to 
class or group discussions. 

Adults will talk to the children 
about what they have been 
doing and help them reflect 

upon their activity and explain 
events. The correct use of 

language will be encouraged 
by telling repetitive stories, and 

playing games that involve 
repetition of words or phrases. 
Staff will introduce new words 

both discreetly and 
indiscreetly. The staff will 

model full and more complex 
sentences for the children to 

hear and repeat. 

Physical Development 
The children will be provided 
with the time and space to 
enjoy energetic daily play. 

Large portable equipment will 
be available that the children 
can move about safely and 
cooperatively to create their 
own structures. Movement 

skills will be practiced through 
games with beanbags, cones, 

balls and hoops. Activities, 
such as cooking, painting, play 

dough and instruments will 
give the children opportunity 

and motivation to practice 
manipulation skills. We will 

discuss changes to our bodies 
during and after exercise, such 

as our heartbeat. We will 
investigate the importance of a 

healthy diet. 
Key Vocabulary: gently, fast, 
slow, jump, heart, heart beat, 

blood, lungs, muscles, air, 
oxygen. 

Phonics 
The children will continue to 
follow the Storytime phonics 
programme. They will learn 
the remaining set 2 sounds 
and the set 3 sounds. There 

will be a strong focus on 
blending for reading and 
segmenting for writing. 

Key Vocabulary: phoneme 
fingers/frames, capital letters, 

full stops, finger spaces, 
sound button. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Understanding the 
World. 

Children will continue to talk 
about their own home and 

community life, and to find out 
about others' experiences. We 
will explore the celebrations of 

Diwali and Christmas. The 
children will develop a positive 

attitude and challenge 
negative stereotypes through 
use of stories, puppets and 
discussion. The children will 

engage in the outside 

    

Mathematics 
The children will be focusing 
on the numbers 5-10 during 
‘number of the week’, but we 

will be learning to recite, 
recognise and write numbers 

0-10. Children will be 
encouraged to use resources 
and mark making to help and 
support their thinking about 

number. Children will be 
taught strategies to help them 
such as using their fingers or 
counting on/backwards. The 

Literacy 
Children will continue to 

explore a range of books, 
including poetry and 

non-fiction. The children will 
look more closely at story 

structure through story 
mapping. They will discuss 
characters and settings in 

books being read and 
compare them. Children will be 

encouraged to predict 
outcomes, to think of 

alternative endings and to 

Expressive Art +Design 
Singing and dancing will be 
incorporated into our daily 

routine outside. We will 
explore how sounds can be 
changed by experimenting 
with pitch and tempo using 

musical instruments and our 
bodies. Children will be 

encouraged to talk about their 
interests and uses of colour, 
and the differences between 

the colours. Adults will support 
children's excursions into 

 



children will be introduced to 
‘maths choir’. They will learn 

the language of maths such as 
more than/less than, equal to, 
add, subtract, share, double 
and half. They will continue 

their learning about 2D shapes 
and discuss prepositional 

language. 
 

Key vocabulary: add, 
subtract, equal to, share, 

double, half, inside, under, 
long, longer, longest, short, 

shorter, shortest, behind, next 
to, in front, on top. 

innovate these stories. 
Children will take part in 

‘Helicopter Stories’, where the 
children's own stories will be 
shared on the washing line 
and performed with their 

peers. Extra support will be 
given to some children to 

recognise and write their own 
names. 

Texts to support our 
Knowledge:  

 
 

Key Vocabulary: character, 
setting, prop, plot, Helicopter 

stories. 

imaginary worlds by 
encouraging inventiveness, 

and offering support and 
advice. They will begin to 

make suggestions and ask 
questions to extend the 

childrens’ ideas of what's 
possible. Children will take 
part in ‘Helicopter stories’ to 

give purpose to their 
imaginative stories. Children 

will be offered support in 
thinking about what they want 
to make, the processes that 

may be involved and the 
materials and resources they 

might need. They will be 
motivated to keep, adapt and 

celebrate their creations 
through our ‘Artist of the 

Week’. 
Key Vocabulary: pitch, 

tempo, i wonder what would 
happen if…?, instrument 
names, darker, lighter. 

environment on our ‘Welly 
Days’. We will be learning 

about ‘our bodies’ including 
the purpose of our skeleton 
and finding out about our 

senses. Skills and knowledge 
will be taught through the use 
of practical activities. Children 

will explore other countries’ 
climate, culture, food and 

money through ‘Flag of the 
Week’. Children will be 

encouraged to use the IWB, 
CD player and other 

technological equipment in the 
classroom during ‘independent 

learning time’. 
Key Vocabulary: Diwali, 

Christmas, religion, skeleton, 
bones, observe, hear, touch, 

smell, taste, interactive 
whiteboard, CD player, 

computer, internet. 

 

 


