
 

Reception Knowledge Growth Plan- Spring Term 2020/21. 
Subject  Recurring themes, 

ideas and language 
(the ultimate role of 
the content) 
 
Please note that 
children come to our 
school from a variety 
of different settings. 
The ‘ what came 
before’ is likely to 
differ from child to 
child. 
 
The points below are 
based on the 
assumption that 
children have been 
accessing the EYFS 
framework 

Subject rationale: what is 
this section doing within 
pupils’ wider curriculum 
journey? For what later 
content does this subject 
prepare? (the proximal role 
of the content) 

Suggested activities Vocabulary Assessment / 
outcomes 
 
 

Resources  Enrichment Drop ins 
/showcase 

Personal Social 
and Emotional 
Development 

The children are 
familiar with their 
environment, their 
grown ups and their 
peers. They have built 
friendships and spent 
time learning the 
important skills of turn 
taking and sharing. 
The children are 
familiar with both 
class and whole 
school routines, they 
are showing 
confidence in 
accessing the 
resources both inside 
and outside. The 
children have spent 
time discussing their 
different emotions, 
whether they are 
positive/negative, 
whether it's ok to have 
these feelings and 
have begun learning 
techniques to help 
them control them. 
 
 
 

All prime areas are 
fundamental, work together 
and move through to 
support development in all 
other areas.  Enabling 
children to achieve well 
within both self confidence 
and awareness and 
managing feelings and 
behaviour will allow them to 
access their learning across 
the school. It is essential 
that this area is secure by 
the time children leave 
Reception. 
 
Children will be encouraged 
to initiate play/conversations 
with their peers, and to listen 
and take account of what 
others say. They will be 
asked to explain their own 
knowledge and 
understanding, and to ask 
appropriate questions of 
others. Children will be 
encouraged and supported 
to take steps to resolve 
conflicts with others more 
independently. The children 
will be pushed to try new 
activities, and communicate 
their needs, wants, interests 
and opinions. The children 
will be engaged in 
restorative justice. They will 
be included in conversations 
about how their actions 
affect others, and the 

● Encourage children 
to play with a variety 
of friends, so that 
everybody in the 
group feels included. 

● Support children in 
linking openly and 
confidently with 
others. 

● Model being a 
considerate and 
responsive partner 
in interactions 

● Encourage children 
to explore and talk 
about what they are 
learning, valuing 
their ideas and ways 
of doing things. 

● Offer help with 
activities when 
asked but not 
before. 

● Intervene when 
children need help 
with difficult 
situations. 

● Recognise and 
enjoy children’s 
success with them, 
and support them to 
feel good about their 
own success. 

● Encourage children 
to think about issues 
from the viewpoint of 
others. 

● Ensure children 
have opportunities to 

Providing an enriched 
vocabulary will be a 
key priority. All staff 
will use all 
opportunities to widen 
children’s vocabulary, 
and ‘Grandma 
Fantastic’ will be used 
to discreetly introduce 
new vocabulary. All 
staff will also guide 
the correct 
pronunciation of 
words and sounds. 
 
 
Emotional literacy: 
Fairness, 
compromise, 
empathy, 
consequence, self 
efficacy, resilience, 
self belief, growth 
mindset. 
 
 

Early Learning 
Goals 
 
 
Assessment will 
come from adult 
observations of 
the children, 
and any work 
produced by 
them. It will be 
recorded on 
Tapestry, in 
learning journals 
and  work 
books. 
 
 
 
How do you 
think that makes 
,,, feel? 
How can we 
make … feel 
better? 
What can we do 
to make this fair 
for everybody 
(compromise)? 
Do you think the 
consequence of 
that will be 
positive/negativ
e? 
What is self 
efficacy? What 
other traits do 
we need to have 
self efficacy? 

Games, books, 
open ended 
resources, 
language rich 
environment, role 
play, construction 
materials, an 
environment which 
encourages 
cooperative play, 
areas to sit quietly, 
relax and chat, 
time to reflect on 
successes, 
achievements and 
their own gifts and 
talents. 

Enrichment 
clubs, hot choc 
Friday, 
Wonderful 
Wednesday, 
behaviour 
model, child of 
the day 
(compliments), 
star of the 
week (give 
reasons). 

 



 

consequences of our 
actions. 
 
 

identify and discuss 
boundaries, so they 
understand why they 
are there and what 
they are intended to 
achieve. 

● Plan activities that 
require 
collaboration, such 
as circle games, 
team games, drama 
games and 
parachute games. 

● Involve children in 
finding solutions to 
problems and 
conflicts. 

● Value and support 
decisions children 
make, and talk to the 
children about their 
choices and the 
consequences of 
them. 

● Provide experiences 
and activities that 
are challenging but 
achievable. 

 
 

Physical 
Development 

The children have 
become more 
independent. They are 
applying their fine and 
gross motor skills to 
their mark making and 
writing. They have 
learnt to move with 
control and safety 
around others and 
obstacles. They have 
explored different 
ways of moving 
including slithering, 
running, hopping. 
They understand the 
effects of exercise on 
their bodies, i.e. their 
heart will beat faster. 
The children are all 
capable of attending 
to their toileting needs 
independently. 
 
 
 

All prime areas are 
fundamental, work together 
and move through to 
support development in all 
other areas.  This is an 
essential precursor to 
children being effective and 
efficient writers.  It is crucial 
that this area of the 
curriculum is allowed to 
thrive alongside other mark 
making foci. Some children 
may have missed crucial 
steps (ie crawling) and may 
need additional support. 
In order to become 
independent learners, 
children need to have a 
secure understanding of 
health and self care. In 
particular to be clean and 
dry and to appreciate how to 
practice appropriate safety 
measures without adult 
support. 
 
 
The children will continue to 
develop the skills learnt 
previously and further 
developed with children 

● Encourage children 
to move with 
controlled effort, and 
use associated 
vocabulary such as 
strong, heavy, firm, 
gentle, stretch, 
reach, tense and 
floppy. 

● Practice movement 
skills through games 
with beanbags, 
cones, hoops and 
balls. 

● Plan activities where 
children can practice 
moving in different 
ways and at different 
speeds, balancing, 
target throwing, 
rolling, kicking and 
catching. 

● Teach children skills 
of how to use tools 
and materials 
effectively and safely 
and give them 
opportunities to 
practice. 

● Talk about dangers 
or risks associated 

Providing an enriched 
vocabulary will be a 
key priority. All staff 
will use all 
opportunities to widen 
children’s vocabulary, 
and ‘Grandma 
Fantastic’ will be used 
to discreetly introduce 
new vocabulary. All 
staff will also guide 
the correct 
pronunciation of 
words and sounds. 
 
 
Of movement: 
Strong, heavy, firm, 
gentle, soft,  stretch, 
reach, tense and 
floppy. 
Of our body: 
Oxygen, lungs, 
muscles, heart beat. 
Of our diet: 
Healthy, non healthy, 
nutrients, vitamins, 
fat, sugar, protein, 
energy. 
 

Early Learning 
Goals 
 
Assessment will 
come from adult 
observations of 
the children, 
and any work 
produced by 
them. It will be 
recorded on 
Tapestry, in 
learning journals 
and  work 
books. 
 
 
What can we do 
to adapt to a 
cold climate? 
What about a 
warm climate? 
What would our 
bodies need lots 
of in hot 
weather? 
Can you name 
something that’s 
healthy to eat? 
What does 
healthy mean? 

A range of 
construction toys 
of different sizes 
and materials. 
Provide play 
resources such as 
small world toys, 
threading, dolls 
clothing and 
material for 
collage. 
Sand kitchen- 
outside. 
A warm, cosy 
space where 
children can rest 
quietly. 
Waterproof 
clothes, welly 
boots. 
Healthy snacks. 
Toast time. 
  

enrichment 
clubs- sewing 
club, running 
club, football 
club, 
gardening 
club. 
Dough disco 
Finger gym 
Funky finger 
challenges 
After school 
clubs. 

 



 

encouraged to become 
increasingly independent. 
Children will continue to 
apply their fine and gross 
motor skills to their writing, 
use of one handed tools and 
equipment, and in 
developing their pencil grip 
and control. The children will 
continue to discuss the 
effects of exercise on our 
bodies, and the importance 
of a healthy diet. We will 
discuss the need for safety 
when tackling new 
challenges. The children will 
begin to consider and 
manage some risks 
independently. 

with activities and 
teach children the 
skills they need to 
stay safe. 

● Provide activities 
that give the children 
opportunity and 
motivation to 
practice 
manipulation skills ie 
cooking, painting, 
play dough, 
instruments. 

● Promote health 
awareness by 
talking with children 
about exercise and 
diet, its effects on 
their bodies and the 
positive contribution 
it can make to their 
health. 

● Discuss the effects 
the environment has 
on our bodies and 
how we can adapt to 
it, i.e. in winter it 
gets cold, how can 
we stay warm? 

 

Can you name 
something that’s 
unhealthy to 
eat? Is it still ok 
to eat these 
things? Explain? 

Communication 
and Language 

The majority of 
children are showing 
confidence when 
speaking to others, 
both as a group or 
independently. Their 
vocabulary is 
reflecting their 
experiences both at 
home and at school. 
The children have 
learnt school 
expectations in terms 
of their listening and 
attention, and show 
increased recall and 
understanding. They 
are all capable of 
responding to simple 
instructions and are 
beginning to 
understand why and 
how questions. 
 
 
 

All prime areas are 
fundamental, work together 
and move through to 
support development in all 
other areas.   Enabling 
children to achieve well 
within the areas of 
Communication and 
Language will allow them to 
access their learning across 
the school. It is essential 
that this area is secure by 
the time children leave 
Reception if children are to 
be able to access the 
National Curriculum and will 
allow them to develop both 
academically and socially. 
 
This term the children will be 
asked to use talk to 
organise, sequence and 
clarify thinking, ideas, 
feelings and events. They 
will be taught to extend their 
sentences and vocabulary, 
and to link statements. They 
will be challenged to 
respond with relevant 
comments, questions or 
actions, to ideas expressed 

● Cue children, 
particularly those 
with communication 
difficulties, into a 
change of 
conversation. 

● For those who 
struggle to ‘listen 
and do’, say their 
name before giving 
an instruction or 
asking a question. 

● Explain why it is 
important to listen 
and pay attention to. 
others. 

● Give children 
opportunities to 
speak and listen. 

● Ask children to think 
in advance about 
how they will 
accomplish a task. 
Talk through and 
sequence the stages 
together. 

● Help them reflect on 
their tasks. 

● Support children to 
identify patterns, 
draw conclusions, 

Providing an enriched 
vocabulary will be a 
key priority. All staff 
will use all 
opportunities to widen 
children’s vocabulary, 
and ‘Grandma 
Fantastic’ will be used 
to discreetly introduce 
new vocabulary. All 
staff will also guide 
the correct 
pronunciation of 
words and sounds. 
 
Staff will show interest 
in the words children 
use to communicate 
and describe their 
experiences, and 
introduce new words 
in the context of play 
and activities. Staff 
will model full and 
more complex 
sentences for children 
to hear. Children will 
be encouraged and 
supported to use 
more complex 
sentences and extend 

Early Learning 
Goals 
 
Assessment will 
come from adult 
observations of 
the children, 
and any work 
produced by 
them. It will be 
recorded on 
Tapestry, in 
learning journals 
and  work 
books. 
Wellcom  
Language 
screening 
program. 
 
Explain your 
thinking? 
-convince me. 
What normally 
happens to 
good/wicked 
characters at 
the end of 
stories? 
What might 
happen next? 

stories will be at 
the centre of our 
learning. 
Language rich 
classroom 
Role play 
area/construction 
area/loose part 
play to encourage 
shared play. 
CD player for 
independent 
listening activities. 
Grandma 
Fantastic. 
Pictures and 
photographs used 
as prompts for 
discussion. 
Wellcom 
Language 
screening 
programme. 
 

communication 
games such as 
charades, 
simon says. 
Hot seating. 
Maths choir. 
Drama  
Helicopter 
stories. 
Skills time 

Helicopter 
stories. 
Assemblies. 



 

by others in conversation or 
discussion. The children will 
be beginning to show 
two-channelled attention 
and to listen attentively in a 
range of situations. 
 
 

explain effect, 
predict and 
speculate. 

● Model how to use 
language for 
negotiating ie ‘may 
I?’, would it be 
alright if..?’, ‘I think 
that…?’. 

● Allow children 
thinking time during 
conversations. 

● Value children’s 
contributions and 
use them to inform 
and shape the 
direction of 
discussions. 

their sentences using 
conjunctions. The 
children will be 
challenged to explain 
their thinking and 
understanding. 
 
Conjunctions: 
And, because, as, but, 
for, or, so, yet. 
 

Why did that 
happen? 
What does a 
conjunction do? 
Can you tell me 
a conjunction? 
Can you tell me 
a sentence with 
a conjunction in 
it? 

Literacy Last term the children 
were introduced to 
storytime phonics. 
They were taught all 
phase 2 and most of 
the phase 3 sounds. 
The children read 
many books and we 
discussed story 
structure, settings, 
characters and 
events. Most children 
can now recognise 
and write their own 
names.  
Children were 
encouraged to use 
their phonics 
knowledge when 
reading and writing. 
The children have 
been introduced to 
and have taken part in 
‘helicopter stories’ 
giving a purpose to 
their reading and 
writing. 

This specific area includes 
essential skills and 
knowledge to enable 
children to participate 
successfully in society. 
Enabling children to achieve 
well in this area will give the 
children the skills and 
knowledge they need to 
read and write 
independently. This will 
allow them to learn 
independently too.  
 
This term the children will be 
further encouraged to use 
their phonics knowledge 
when reading and writing. 
They will be expected to 
start segmenting the sounds 
in simple words and 
blending them together, they 
will know which letters 
represent some of them. 
They will begin reading and 
writing simple sentences, 
including capital letters and 
full stops. The children will 
begin recognising and 
writing an increased number 
of ‘tricky troll’ words. We will 
continue to use ‘helicopter 
stories’ to give a purpose to 
their writing. 

● Story Time Phonics 
will place stories at 
the heart of the day 
for all children. 
During these 
sessions the 
children will be 
taught to hear, say, 
recognise and write 
phase 2 and 3 
sounds. 

● We will discuss and 
investigate finding 
out information from 
non-fiction texts. 

● Books will be 
accessible in all 
areas of the 
classroom. 

● Children will be 
encouraged to 
participate in 
Helicopter stories- 
giving purpose to 
both reading and 
writing. 

● Children will be 
encouraged to make 
predictions, compare 
plots and the 
feelings of 
characters with their 
own experiences. 

● Extra support will be 
provided for those 
children still 
struggling to read 
and write their own 
name. 

● Model writing for a 
purpose. 

● Children will be 
encouraged to use 

Providing an enriched 
vocabulary will be a 
key priority. All staff 
will use all 
opportunities to widen 
children’s vocabulary, 
and ‘Grandma 
Fantastic’ will be used 
to discreetly introduce 
new vocabulary. All 
staff will also guide 
the correct 
pronunciation of 
words and sounds. 
 
Vocabulary to be 
taken from Story time 
phonics and other key 
texts used. 

Early Learning 
Goals 
 
Assessment will 
come from adult 
observations of 
the children, 
and any work 
produced by 
them. It will be 
recorded on 
Tapestry, in 
learning journals 
and  work 
books. 
 
Phonics books 
will be used to 
record the 
children's 
phonics learning 
each week. 
Phonics 
assessments 
will take place at 
least once a 
term.  
Shared reading 
of texts will also 
be used to 
ascertain a 
child's 
understanding 
of vocabulary, 
comprehension 
and inferencing 
skills. 
 
What sound 
does this 
grapheme 
make? 
Can you find me 

Story Time 
Phonics. 
Mark making 
materials both 
inside and outside, 
to include pencils, 
felt tips, 
whiteboard 
markers, paint 
brushes, chalk. 
Our wonderful 
words wall. 
Letter formation 
practice. 
Name writing 
practice cards. 
Grandma 
Fantastic/Phonics 
Fairy/Tricky Troll 
puppets. 
Writing materials 
will be easily 
accessible in all 
areas of the 
classroom. 
Story washing line 
in class with 
openers and 
closures to copy. 

trip to the 
theatre/theatre 
group in 
school. 
Storytelling 
club. 
Helicopter 
stories. 
Visit from an 
author. 
Library visit. 
Cooking  
Book vote 

Stay and 
Read session 
weekly. 
Parents 
phonics cafe. 
Winter snow 
globes. 



 

their phonic 
knowledge when 
attempting writing 
and reading. 

● Opportunities to 
write will be easily 
available in all areas 
of the classroom, 
inside and outside. 

● Children will read 
and write daily in 
phonics sessions. 

● Children will be 
provided with 
phonics books at 
their level to take 
home  and read. 
They will also be 
able to choose 
another book to take 
home and share. 

● Children will share 
their stories on the 
washing line and 
perform their stories 
with peers.  

● Regular word hunts, 
both common and 
tricky. 

● Book vote. 

the grapheme 
that makes …. 
sound? 
What sound 
does this word 
start with? 
This is a tricky 
troll word, what 
does it say?  
Can you write 
this tricky troll 
word? 
What might 
happen next? 
Why is the troll 
sad? 
If that happened 
to you what 
would you 
do/feel? 
What do we 
start our 
sentences with? 
What goes at 
the end of our 
sentence? 

Mathematics Last term the children 
focused on the 
numbers 0-10. They 
learnt to recognise 
them, write them, 1::1 
counting and we 
counted to 100 every 
morning. We looked at 
partitioning numbers 
within 10, and learnt 
how to add/subtract 
within 10. The children 
were introduced to 2D 
shape names and 
their properties. We 
discussed the 
language of 
mathematics such as 
more/less, equal to, 
add, subtract, whole, 
part, partition. 

This specific area includes 
essential skills and 
knowledge to enable 
children to participate 
successfully in society. 
Enabling children to achieve 
well in this area will give the 
children the skills and 
knowledge they need to 
develop number sense and 
set them on their way to 
maths mastery.  
 
This term the children will 
focus on the numbers 11-20. 
We will discuss place value, 
we will look at sharing, 
prepositional language and 
recap our 2D shape 
knowledge. We will begin 
learning the names and 
properties of 3D shapes. 
The children will be 
introduced to the term 
estimation. The children will 
continue to be challenged to 
add and subtract by 
counting on or backwards, 
using manipulatives and 
drawing out their thinking. 
The children will be 

● Adults use 
mathematical 
vocabulary and 
demonstrate 
methods of 
recording, using 
standard notation 
where appropriate.. 

● Encourage children 
to use resources to 
help support their 
thinking about 
number. 

● Maths choir. 
● Provide open ended 

opportunities for 
mathematics in all 
areas of the 
provision, not just in 
the maths area.  

● The children will 
take part in activities 
which involve 
weighing, measuring 
and capacity such 
as cooking and 
making play dough. 

● Talk about the 
methods children 
use to answer a 
problem they have 

Providing an enriched 
vocabulary will be a 
key priority. All staff 
will use all 
opportunities to widen 
children’s vocabulary, 
and ‘Grandma 
Fantastic’ will be used 
to discreetly introduce 
new vocabulary. All 
staff will also guide 
the correct 
pronunciation of 
words and sounds. 
 
Counting-  
Number names to 20, 
tens, one’s, place 
value, estimation 
 
Shape-  
2D/3D shape names, 
corners, sides, flat, 
fat, edges, vertices, 
faces, points. 
 
Prepositional- 
In front of, behind, 
next to, on top, 
underneath, inside, 
outside, in between  

Early Learning 
Goals 
 
Assessment will 
come from adult 
observations of 
the children, 
and any work 
produced by 
them. It will be 
recorded on 
Tapestry, in 
learning journals 
and  work 
books. 
 
Maths 
assessments 
will take place at 
least once a 
term. 
 
 
What numbers 
this? 
Where is the 
number …? 
How many sets 
of ten and how 
many ones? 
What’s 1or2 

Numbers 
throughout setting, 
measuring tapes, 
voting blocks, 
weighing scales, 
dice, numicon, 
multi link, tap tap 
shapes, linking 
straws, shapes, 
maths games, 
puzzles, IWB 
games, clocks, 
dominoes, 
measuring 
containers 

maths choir, 
Puzzle club, 
board game 
club, 
Cooking, 
shape walks, 
estimation 
station, book 
vote. 

maths choir 
Maths cafe 



 

encouraged to record their 
mathematical thinking using 
number sentences, or marks 
they can interpret and 
explain. 

posed. 
● Encourage children 

to make up their own 
story problems for 
others to solve. 

● Encourage children 
to extend problems. 

● Ask silly questions 
i.e. show a little box 
and ask if there’s a 
bicycle in it. 

● Encourage children 
to use everyday 
words to describe 
position. 

 

more/less? 
Can we count 
from … to …? 
What shapes 
can you see? 
Is it a 2D/3D 
shape? how do 
you know? 
How many 
sides/corners(e
dges/vertices/fa
ces) does this 
shape have?? 
Describe the 
position of….? 
What’s an 
estimation? 
Explain/convinc
e me….. 

Understanding 
the world 

Last term the children 
discussed significant 
events in their own 
lives, and told us 
about the special 
times shared with 
family and friends. We 
spoke a lot about 
Autumn and the things 
they observed 
changing during this 
period. We learnt 
about our senses, the 
skeleton and what our 
heart does. The 
children show great 
care and respect for 
living things in the 
environment. The 
children have used 
the IWB to play 
educational games 
and as a class we 
have done research 
using it. 

This specific area includes 
essential skills and 
knowledge to enable 
children to participate 
successfully in society. This 
area makes the child 
understand that they are 
part of a wider community 
and allows them to 
understand the similarities 
and differences between 
them and others. It also 
ignites a curiosity about the 
natural and manmade world. 
This is a crucial first step in 
developing a scientific mind. 
It also allows them to start to 
consider their place in the 
order of history (ie within the 
family group). Investigation 
of their immediate location, 
and countries around the 
world, provide them with 
crucial pre skills for 
geography. It also allows 
children to become aware 
and inquisitive about 
technology.  
 
This term we will be looking 
closely at similarities and 
differences in terms of 
animal habitats. We will link 
this to learning about how 
we are similar or different 
too. We will be examining 
changes over time and 
changes that can be 
reversed such as melting 
ice. We will use the question 
words how, why, where, 
when, what, which, who? 

THIS IS PARTICULARLY 
IMPORTANT IN OUR 
RURAL COMMUNITY - 
children have very little 
exposure to other cultures.  
 

● Encourage children 
to share their 
feelings and talk 
about why they 
responded to 
experiences in 
particular ways. 

● Help children to see 
the ways in which 
their cultures and 
beliefs are similar, 
sharing and 
discussing practices, 
resources, 
celebrations and 
experiences. 

● Examine changes 
over time. 

● Use correct terms 
and. vocabulary to 
help children make 
distinctions in their 
observations. 

● Encourage children 
to express opinions 
on natural and built 
environments and 
give opportunities to 
hear different points 
of view on the 
quality of the 
environment. 

● Pose open ended 
questions and 
encourage children 
to speculate on the 

Providing an enriched 
vocabulary will be a 
key priority. All staff 
will use all 
opportunities to widen 
children’s vocabulary, 
and ‘Grandma 
Fantastic’ will be used 
to discreetly introduce 
new vocabulary. All 
staff will also guide 
the correct 
pronunciation of 
words and sounds. 
 
People and 
communities- 
Similar, different, 
race, religion, country, 
map, past, future, 
celebration 
 
The world- 
Observe, notice, hear, 
feel, touch, smell, 
country, city, why, 
how, when, where, 
what, which, who, 
flag, habitat, 
adaptation, climate 
 
Technology- 
Interactive White 
Board, CD player, 
computer, internet, 
electricity. 

Early Learning 
Goals 
 
Assessment will 
come from adult 
observations of 
the children, 
and any work 
produced by 
them. It will be 
recorded on 
Tapestry, in 
learning journals 
and  work 
books. 
 
 
 
What is a 
habitat? 
What sort of 
habitat would a 
polar bear live 
in? 
How is it 
adapted to live 
in these 
conditions? 
What is the 
weather like? 
How does it 
feel? What 
clothes should 
we wear when 
it’s like this? 
why? 
Does the 
weather stay the 
same all year 
round? 
How do we 
adapt to these 

Books, puppets, 
visitors, pictures, 
computer, IWB, 
CD player, props, 
magnifying 
glasses, 
binoculars, 
magnets, maps, 
globe, musical 
instruments from 
around the world. 

Outdoor 
learning 
opportunities. 
Scientific 
experiments 
Whole school 
Enrichment 
days e.g. black 
history day, 
important 
women in 
...day, the 
world day 
Gardening 
clubs, 
environmental 
clubs. 
Introduce 
recycling to the 
classroom, 
Computer 
clubs, science 
clubs. 
Trips out- 
Pensthorpe. 

parent 
gardening 
club 
Visitors 



 

Children will be encouraged 
to interact with computer 
software available and as 
groups we will use 
technology to research 
information. 

reasons why things 
happen or how. 
Things change. 

● Through ‘flag of the 
week’, explore other 
countries' climate, 
culture, food and 
money. 

● Provide small world 
equipment for 
children to create 
their own 
environments. 

● Teach skills and 
knowledge in the 
context of practical 
activities. 

● Encourage children 
to use the IWB, CD 
player, and other 
technological 
equipment in the 
classroom. 

 

changes? 

Expressive Arts 
and Design 

The children all have 
enjoyed taking part in 
daily singing and 
dancing. They have 
begun to explore pitch 
and tempo using their 
voices and body 
percussion. The 
children took part in 
our xmas singalong. 
They have enjoyed 
exploring our art area 
where they have 
drawn, painted, junk 
modelled and crafted 
with independence. 
They have begun 
learning to join and 
assemble materials to 
build and create. The 
children have also 
been introduced to 
‘helicopter stories’ 
where they perform 
their own stories to, 
and with, the class. 
 
 
 

This specific area includes 
essential skills and 
knowledge to enable 
children to participate 
successfully in society. The 
skills developed in this area 
are the basis for children 
becoming curious and 
competent artists, 
musicians,actors, designers 
and dancers.  
 
This term the children will 
begin to incorporate musical 
instruments into our 
learning. We will learn how 
instruments can be used 
and adapted to tell a story. 
Children will be encouraged 
to construct with a purpose 
in mind, manipulating 
materials to achieve a 
planned effect. They will be 
supported to plan and 
review their projects, 
thinking about what went 
well and how they could 
make it better. We will 
continue to develop our 
‘helicopter stories’, working 
cooperatively to develop and 
act out a narrative. 

● Provide resources, 
and tools, for 
children to 
independently join 
and combine 
materials to create.  

● Children will be 
encouraged to keep, 
adapt and celebrate 
their creations 
through ‘our artist of 
the week’. 

● Singing and dancing 
will happen on a 
daily basis. 

● Support children in 
thinking about what 
they are going to 
make, the processes 
involved and the 
materials and 
resources they might 
need, provide 
prompts such as 
pictures or 
photographs. 

● Demonstrate and 
teach skills ‘in the 
moment’. 

● Introduce children to 
a wide range of 
music, art and 
sculpture. 

● Talk to children 
about ways of 
finding out what they 
can do with different 

Providing an enriched 
vocabulary will be a 
key priority. All staff 
will use all 
opportunities to widen 
children’s vocabulary, 
and ‘Grandma 
Fantastic’ will be used 
to discreetly introduce 
new vocabulary. All 
staff will also guide 
the correct 
pronunciation of 
words and sounds. 
 
 
Exploring and using 
media and materials- 
Planning, reviewing, 
reflecting, design, tool 
names. 
 
Music- 
Instrument names, 
pitch, tempo, 
orchestra, conductor 

Early Learning 
Goals 
 
Assessment will 
come from adult 
observations of 
the children, 
and any work 
produced by 
them. It will be 
recorded on 
Tapestry, in 
learning journals 
and  work 
books. 
 
‘Artist of the 
week’ 
 
 
What are you 
planning on 
making? What 
will you need?  
How is your 
design going? Is 
there anything 
you need to 
change to make 
it better? 
How do you 
think your 
design worked 
out?  
What are you 
pleased with? 
what would you 

the children will 
have access to a 
range of materials 
and tools within 
and outside the 
classroom- 
pencils, pencil 
crayons, felt tips, 
paint, chalk, 
whiteboard pens, 
glue, tape, mixed 
media, 
scissors,paper 
card etc, 
playdough 
Fabric for dressing 
up, 
instruments,junky 
modelling, puppet 
theatre, dressing 
up clothes. 

visits from 
artists, clay 
modellers, 
actors and 
theatre groups, 
 

Artist of the 
week 
Junk models- 
habitats. 
 



 

Nb - this Doc will help us to identify how well we are addressing the Cultural Capital of our children.  Cultural Capital prepares our children with the knowledge and skills for what comes next.  

media and what 
happens when they 
put different things 
together such as 
sand, paint and 
sawdust. 

● Talk about what is 
happening, helping 
them to think about 
cause and effect. 

● Show awareness of 
the link between 
imaginative play and 
children’s ability to 
handle a narrative. 

● Help children 
communicate 
through their bodies 
by encouraging 
expressive 
movement linked to 
their imaginative 
ideas. 

 

do differently 
next time? 
How does this 
piece of music 
make you feel? 
Is the 
tempo/pitch 
getting 
faster/slower, 
why? 

Characteristics of Effective Learning. 
These underlie learning within the Reception year and teachers recognise their importance in setting children up to become motivated and enthusiastic learners. 

Playing and exploring 
How children engage with their experiences and learning. 
 
Resources and the environment are designed to be stimulating and open 
ended to encourage children to explore.  Adults will join in with children’s 
play as they represent their experiences and act these out with others. 
Adults will model taking risks and seeking challenge and celebrate as 
children learn by trial and error. 
 
 
 

Active learning 
How motivated children are to achieve and to engage 
 
Children will be encouraged to persist with their 
learning.  Children who are focused and fascinated 
with what they are doing will make intellectual 
connections and retain knowledge.  Adults will take 
care to ensure that their praise is meaningful so that 
children develop pride in the how they achieved 
something rather than the what they achieved.  

Creating and thinking critically 
How children use their thinking to solve problems, make links and plan 
strategies to overcome problems. 
 
Children will be encouraged to choose their own way to do things, 
Adults will use language to model actively thinking and will encourage 
children to solve problems independently.  Resources and the 
environment will be designed to encourage children to play and establish 
connections. 
 
 


